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P'oter Skutchss 
Richard Gallen & Co., 

260 Fifth Avo., 

Ilew York, HI 10001 

Bear Peter, 

You may not be old enough to remember Kenneth O'Donnell but I t*ink Rjcliard does. 

He was JFK's appointment secretary who also was one of Ills speech writers, an able 
Bibston lawyer who had been^efive in the JFK campaign. He is one of the JFK people who 
stayed on with LfiJ when he asked 

I've just been given the first 110 pages of an oral Mstory he made for the LBJ 
library. Tliis was not as a JFK man lthough he remained a Kennedyite. 

'^liis is to say that O'Dohnell, who's book Ke. nedy was /veil received and Mghly 

r Guarded, is an excellent source# ^ 

I can't understand whyji^vmn not given any attention when it was pleased in Jan- 
uary, 1932. Ile^s taped in July, 1968. It lias that much in it I regard as new, but then 
the media did not liave that much interest in LBJ after Nixon was President. 

I've found 35 lines of typing tint are ail entirely different account of Johnson and 
Viet Nam. O'Donnell says tint LBJ intended not to get involW in any fighting there and' 
that the military not only saw to it tliat ho was never told the truth but contrived a 
Situation during the campaign tliat boxed him in. They ckfcated the situation tliat led to 
a situation in uhich ho had no^chice, the situation tliat Jsld to our involmont there. 

Somber, Never Ahain ! kaSarout a case of the military cpnspiring. Vt4i / 

I do not want to ask Kevin to add anytliing without your approval. I presume that 
means Richard's, too. But I think tliis might get major attention if called to a reporter's 
or a reviewer* s attention and that it also is fairness to LBJ# 

To tho best of my knowledge, nothing like this was ever said before in any form* 

I think t' at it would fit well at the end of the (Chapter, Was There a IlilitaCT 
Cqhsp ■ ^acy? , as a note to it* or at the end oi the epilogue# 

If you agree ray preference would be tm quote most of those 35 lines, with some excis- 
ions, with a short explanation. It would make no difference to me where it would be used# 

I tJiink that in the sense of last-minute-news it might be best at the end of the 
epilogue, uhich consists of what I got after drafting the book, it might be best# 

If there is no objection, I'll send you a copy when I send it to Kevin# If not wanted, 
tliat is UK, too# 

lie Knight, who teephes Viet Nam, will be back in four days. I'll check the newness 
with him then. 

liease ^use my using an e^r!j/££pe I had to open# 





